I IMNOISTOWN
STELLA MARIE CORTOPABSEI

This information was taken from a tape vecording made by Gene
Markley of a presentation given by Stella Cortopassi to the Colfax
Historical Socieby. The meeting was held in  the home of Mrs.
Heffren., The date of the meeting is not known to the transcriber.
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I'm  sure most of vou know the history of Illincistown that has been
recorded  in the annals of Flacer County. However. I will try fo
relate to vou as much as I know of the place from persons who were

born in Illinocistown, including myself. and what little I%ve
gathersd from other scurces, and alsc from my late mother.

Illinoistown started in 1849, It was first known as dlder Brove.
It was a distribution peint for supplies for neighboring camps and
a trading center, second only to Auburn. It was regarded as the
head of wagon navigation on the divide between the Bear River and
the HNorth Fork of the dserican River. Pack mules bore merchandise
from Sacramento  to the mining camps bevond the rim of the canyons
on either side. {ine of the trails went up to Mineral Bar Hill.
At a later date one of the most important turnpike roads in the
county was constructed with a substantial covered bridge crossing
the viver. It was known as the Mineral Bar bridge and road. seven
miles in length., entering and leaving the canyon which was about
1500 feet in depth. It was constructed by Charles Rice & Company.
and cost about #£75.000.

When the wagons veached Alder Grove, as Illincistown was Tirst
callaeds & corral was built in the uppsr portion of the valleys and
it was designated as "Upper Corral”. In the early summer of 1849,
three log buildings were erected for trading postss one by Bears
anel Miller at  the esxtreme  lower end of the valley, the other by
John W. Piersons at the spring at the "Marrows", and still ancther
about a guarter of a mile above, at the sastern side of the valley.
by a Fr. Heall.

The Tirst pioneer settler in May of 1849 was E. T. Mendenball who
hat  left his vyoung wife and baby in Ban Francisco while he came
mountainward to find a place suitable for his wife and family. He
fell in love with Alder Grove and Upper Corral. Mr. Mendenhall was
the first pioneer mountain fruit culturist of Flacer County. He
planted the first apple trees on the Keck place. He also bullt the
Eeck home and  lived there until the Central Pacific Rallvoad
reached Colfax. He sold his heme to Jacob Keck. His son. BGeorge.
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was the first child born in Illincistown. His daughter: Elvira
Mendenhall Angwin was a baby when she came to Illincistown.

The Eghert brothers weve alse among  the First pilonesrs.  The
Henorable Jaceb Keck sent the first beox of apples to Englands to a
friend. and they withstood the journey very well.

In the wintertime., water came pouring down the hill beiween the
Yivian and MocGinn homes. & large ditch was formed which ran by the
Methodist Church -  I%m speaking of Coifax here— through the flat.
When it got to the HEdH place it was oalled "The Branch™. Tt was -
dry in the summer. In the wintertime it often cverflowed its banks
and  swept away the little footbridge that crossed the ditch in
frent of  the HMoCarthy home. The old ditch is filled in: making a
broad street  which hersetofore was almost an impassable strest when
the water was high and the bridge by the lowa Hill Bar had to be
used.

J. 0. Graham set out the first grapevines on the dry hillside.
They wera the most delicious grapes, grown without irvigation. By
the ways 1 want $o bring to vouwr attention that when my father
planted his vineyards he never irrigated the grapes. You are not
suppozad  to irrigate grapes. That is why 1t makes the wine
tastier. The vines around the Lodi area. they have to irrigate
them because of the extveme heat, but the wing has a litile move of
a watery taste.

There was Lodge #51 in Illincistowns under a charter from the Grand
Lodge of California, dated May 3y 1ES4. It was located in
Illinoistown until 1868 when Colfax absorbed the ancient town and
moved its gquarters there. On June 24, 18468 the Lodge dedicated the
neEw hall.

The post office in Illincistown got  i%s  start on Novesber 22
1853, The postmaster was Mr. Brazil Hricow. He was the only
postmaster. according  to the records of the Post Office Department
in MWashington D.C. He took office when Franklin Plerce was
Fresident. and continued to serve under James Buchanan. Abraham
Lincoln and dndrew Jackson.

The First achopl in Illincistown. as it was printed in an early
newspaper. was located on the highway where the Cortopassi home
stands {(that s my homel. However. to  be mors accurate. 1t was
iocated in the lowsr front garden of my home where the olive trees
arz  located. There was a spring there with mint growing around
it. It was a one room structure built from timbers gotten ocut by
Ed Hrickley from his sasmill  just below the school house, The
timbers were hauled to the site by ox teams.

The  school room was heated by a large stove and there was a kettile
of boiling water for sanitary purposes. Basins, towels and scap
were at  the hack entrance to the school. The desks were made of
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milied lumber. The recitation hench was & long ocre in front of the
teacher’'s ek, Scholars fad o recite pleces or write
conpositions. The First tsacher was Mary Rice Farker. The second
was Mre. Gallowav. Frank Sanderson  faught  the fivet school in
Illincistown in 1854 and 1835, The Tirst public school was Taught
in 18058 by & feacher named Hlust. The second school in
Iilinpistown was used as a packing shed by the Eghert brotherss and
was remodeled into & two story school building. The older pupils
oroupied  the lpwer floor while the vounger ones had to clisb the
stairs built on the cuiside of the school house.

The schosl was  in Upper  Illincistown where the weeping willow
stood. This is negar the present Colfax Motel. past the Highland
House on old Highway 40, now called Flacer Hills Road. Mr.o &0 H.
Goodrich and Mr. 0°Dwver were the teachers. Mr. &, H. Boodrich was
alse  the second SBuperintendent of Scheools in Flacer County. dWhen
the new school in Colfax was built. this sscond one in Illincistown
was put on rollers  and  moved to Colfax and used as a wagon and
blacksmith shop. The buliding was later used as an auto repair
shap .

ot far from the Keck home there was a Chinatown on Ed Dwyer’s
place. This new settlement did not  last  long. The Chinese
cemetery stood at  the foot of the hill in the pines, across from
the sscond [ilinoistown school houses about where the Coifax Motel
is. helow the Highland House. After having been buried many years.
the Chinegse box coffins were excavated, the bones of the dead were
removed  and were shipped to China. They left the remnants howsver,
old clothes. eic. 1t was customary when burying a Chinaman fo
place rice, chickens end a roasted pig by the grave. They also
placed punks and red paper around the grave to keep the evil
spirits away.

Indians alsc  resided in Illincistown in the Suburban Fines area, |
belisve alsp on the Gibbs property. acress the Iowa Hill road.
They had their own cemetery there, which is still in existence

today. I recall wvery vividly when one of them expired there was
much ado. I could watch with my mother from the front porch of my
home . They would srect and place poles over the grave of the

deceased, and I imagine wires strung across. 1 imagine the poles
were crosswise so  the wires could reach across them. They would
hang the deceased’s clothes and light them with matches so the
ashes would fall on the grave. and all the while dancing and
chanting and carrying on arcund the grave for two nights and a
day. We got very little rest, [ remember. It was guite an event.

I also recall an Indian. Elmer. from California: and Lucvs a Fawnee

from Nevada. Lucy wore a patch over one eye. There was also Molly

Jack she  washed clothes for ey mother when sy mobther was 111 at
¥ Y ¥

one  time. n the Iowa H11l roads across from the Eeck-Gibson
properties, where the left exit leads o Suburban Fines and the
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Forestry Station. the Indians had & mortar and pestle that they
used  to pulverize the acorns, manzanita bevvies. etc. for the
making of flour from same. 1 undersiand that this moviar rock is
still  euisting, howevers, on a vecent survey [ made there. I was
unable to locate i1%.

Thers was & hundred vyear old cak free vright on the corner of the
ertrance  to the lowa Hill Foad. 16 was felled when the freewsay
was being constroacted.

The original cemetery was situated on the Winchester ranch behind”
the existing old garage and service station on Canvon Way Road.
The Winchester house was apn old Illincistown landmark and was
recently destroved by fire.

fcvoss  Trom  oamy  Tather™s propertyy just across the existing olive
trees, was Frank Callet's Illincistown ért Ballery: and also his
home - twe dwellings. I have a picture here that shows it. 1
recall  those fwo bulldings. When I was growing ups they were still
there. Whern [ was a young girl I remember that firve destroyed the
uilding. This cccurred duwring the day.

Just a Tew hundred vards from these twe buildingss going West, was
a two story house built in 1833, This house was put together with
suare  nails. The Nelson famsily vesided there when my mother
married my Tather in 1907. I still recall vears later that 1t had
two tall frees  in front. vight on old Highway 40. One of the
pMelson girls. HNetties marvied the second Jacob Keck. From this
marviage, five of the seven children are now living - four in the
illincistown area on  the old Eeck property - Carl, Walter. Jake.
krnown as  “"Buzz'. and Hertha. Beovge resides in Reno.  How well I
remenber  the old Keck home, just a bit below the curves below the
Highland House and Motel on old Highway 40,

COMMENT FROM AUDIENCE - My mother was bovn there. and so was 1.

Cortopassi - I anvone wants to loock at the pictures closer, you
may do =50, They belong to {unable to decipher the name). I have
to give them back to her.

There was a Tield in my day there with the abandoned stage
coaches., I have picturss of those, too. And I remember them.

The Kecks children’s grandmother rode the first stage ceach fo
Illincistown from Bacramento. MNear Illincistown there was what was
called the old Baldéin place. the Mendenhsll Hetel and grandfather
keck’s  grocery store and salocon. He was alsc constable of
Illincistown. He came from Fennsylvania in 184%.

a4t the Fort. across from Twner Hills which is below the new
Hountain Village building that is being constructed there: was a

g




Illinoistown

twe  story home belonging to Hansen®s grandfather - grandfather of
fAlice Hansen, whom [ knew. The Hansens resided on the other
Cortopazsi  property  across from the Highland Houses who incidently
WETE @Y COusins. flsc the Baln residence was theres but that was
before my fime. I do recall the carnival shows and circuses on the
Feck field below the Hingdom Hall church.

I rvemember the first airplane that landed there and took passenoers
up to Tly a bit over the Illincistown area. I recall very vividly
how everybody was staring up  into the sky with "ohs® and "ahs",

afraid that the plane was going to fall.

In lowsr Illincdstown there were two watering  trowghs. one on
either side of old Highway 40y for the horses. They were just
about  wherse the ramp is over I-80, below Dingus MoBee’s. However [
recall only ons.  but there were two, the othev one on the other
gige of the ramp. [ imagine it's more or less hard to ts2ll because
of the existing fresway.

Mow I will try  do give yvou a bit of the history of my place. the
place where 1 was born. My father bought the property there. 40
acres of 1t., in  the vear of 1899, that was 34 years atter Colfax
camg into existence. He built the home there and planted the
vinevards for  the winerv, and 1t is still in sxistence todayv. but
of course there 1z no wing there now. T imagine most of vouw have
seen it: it still has the big name on the deoors under the homs -
"FLACER  COUNTY  MWINERY -~  1900%. I was born theres and I've lived
there practically all my life, except for the two and a half years
that I was away from home.

Dad planted 320 or 28 acres of vinevard. and the rest of 1t was in
grain or hay for the horses. Alsc at the top of the hill. above
the County maintenance station. he had three acres there which the
Government leased as  an  experimental  vinsvard for vears. ot
courses it was dad's properiy. but the Government ewperimented on
grapes  there, and on the 3 acres there were aboubt 265 varieties of
choice grapess mostly imporited from France. They grew loads of ved
grapes and white grapss there. After the Bovernment was through
experimenting there., they had a thermometer there for measuring
weather femperatures and we had o change the paper roll weekly.
We would voll it wp and put it in s carton and send 1t back to
Washington. When they got  through with all their experimenting,
dad waz allowsd $o pilck his grapes and make his wine over there,
vou  knows  whatever he wanted to do with it. He may have possibly
suld some of the white grapes. I don™t vemember.

He bought the property in 1899 and constructed the home and winery
in 1900, (n September 1, 1900, he had a house warming and Alberta
Oross was present.  Bhe was just & voung kid then.




