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'tA Brief HisL,ory of l-he Foresthill DivideI

By Norman Mc Leod

Aft,er the first gold discovery on January 24, 1848, aL what
is now the town of Coloma, on the Soul-h Fork of the American
River, it, was natural that- t-he early prospectors began l-o explore
the Middle and NorLh Forks of t.he American River. As early as
Lhe summer of 1848, a parl-y of sailors of f an abarrdoned ship in
San Francisco Bay iound its way up 1-he Middle Fork as far east as
Rect,orrs Bar ( in' t,tre shadow of whal- lat-er was Lo become the town
of Michigan Bluf f , east of ForesL.hilt) . Late Lhal- same year, t'wo

argonauLi found exLensive gold deposil-s on Rich F1a1-, that sel-
of F Lhe Auburn Ravine area sl-ampede. This new sel-l-lement was

chrisL,ened t'Auburnt' al- a public meeLing irr November of 1849 '

For a time Coloma remained t,he hub of Lhe expanding neL'work
of fool- t.rails throughoul- lihe surrounding area, bhat later became

E1 Dorado and Placer Counties. The f irst sel-tlemenl- on Lhe
Foresthill Divide was at Toddrs Valley, in Jr:ne of 1849. Above
Rector's Bar, near Michigan BlufF, a trading posl- cal1ed Birdrs
Store was established *ai1y irr 1850. Also in 1850, the t-own of
Yankee Jimrs was Foundecl on t.he norl-h downslope of, t-he divlde,
three mrles from present Foresthill. The year 1850 saw heavy
fool- l-raf Fic From bol-h Colotna and Auburn Lo all l-hree places '

0n l-he ridgel-op between l-he Norl-h and Middle Forks where the
Lrails inLersecIed,'three men decided l-he spot would be good for
a l-rading posl- so i:t',uy erected a house and hoLel . Nol-hing is
known about these three men excepl- Lheir names: M. and James
Fannan and R, S. Johnson. The hol-el they buitt became known as

Lhe Forest House, in the center of a dense forest- of pine and oak
l-rees. In 1851 , other cabins were erected and t-he Forest' House
became an import.anb trade and 1-raveI center'

In 1850, Forest,hillrs main sl-reet was laid oul- 200 feet in
widLh, as iL is today. Mining was conducl-ed sporadically in l-h9-
neighboring gulches, but it. wiu not until the Winter of 185? - 5t
LhaI a natlrat disasl-er ].ed l-o l-he operring of the deep mines Lhat
made Foresthill famous. It was a hard winter, full of heavy
rainsl-orms Llrat loosened t-he earl-h. During one sl-orm, a great
earLh mass was dislodged at- l-tie lread of Jenny Lind Canyon t'hat-

slid downhill, coverinq the mining operat-ions of Snyder, Brown &

co, The dismayed owners, upon invest.igating t.he damage,
discovered nuqe gold chunks i"n l-he uncovered soil. ln gaLhering
Lhem, the o*n6rs realized a daily proFit of up l-o $Z,S0O. This
Ied [.o Lhe opeping of Lhe rich Jenny Lind Mine thal- For years
Lhereafter was a leading producer in the area'
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l{ith Lhe discovery of l-he-Jenny Lind Mirre, mining began inearnest on the Divide. Towns like lankee Jimrs, Iowa Hirl, andMichigan Bluff grgw quickly. wherr miners courd dig no deepert,h*y bgggn hydraulic'mi,inq, wasrring t-he sicJes of Ir,, canyonsdown with powgrflur jeLs of-water oeitroying much of Lhe originallandscape ofl the Oiviae.

As Lhe gold played out, t-he towns died and some of Lhem noware j ust a memory s uch as Dead wood and Damascus. yankee Jirnrs,which in 1B5z l:9 an -approximar-e population of 4,000 is now asmaII hamlet with a few homes and a hisl-orical marker on Lhe siteof a once thriving town.

Dur ing the heighr- o f mining on the Div id e, r umbering was animportant industry. wood was needed for buildlng the towns,shoring up the mine shaflts.and heating the builoi,rgs. whenmining waned the lumber indusr-ry continueo and became theeconomic backbone of Lhe Divide.
As the years passed the population dwindled and by 1BB0 thePracer county census reporLed' z'rg40 people on Lhe enL ire Div ide.There was only oLg.winding and rather Lreacherous road crossing abridge over Lhe Middle roit joining l-he Divide to t-he Auburnarea. This kept the Divide in a form of isolal_ion from t-hemainstream for many years. 0nly Lhe diehard famiries from themining era decided [-o st-ay on and conLinue Lo mine smalI claimsor work in Lhe several lumber miI1s.
The Norl-h Folk Bridge ( Forest-hill Bridge) was dedicaLed in1.?71 and re-opened the Divide to a new ,,rusfr" of people. Firstit was Lhe oul-door enl-husiasts looking For new prisL,ine areas l-ocampr fish, hunL and hike wiLh easy "6c""". Many of these peopleliked whaL t.hey saw and decided ir- was a great prace to retire

?nd so developments, such as Todd Val1ey [sr-ates, began growing.
It recent years, a younger popular-ion has sbarted roii.ng onto t.heDivide, enduring the long commute to jobs in Auburn andsacramenLo in order to eicape the str6"" of ciLy living. sugarPine Dam was completed in september lgBz and suppries water tothis Fast growing area. with only one lurnber riir in operat,ionand essentially_ the only industry on Lhe Divide, recreation andnew growt.h are the econirnic mainstay of the oivide Loday.
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minod lt Sul,l,cr's llili, bcclursc thc Jlar'' ol'San lt't'an-

;t;;;, "; ,uo zt'rtt of l{tlch, }rad sl'atcd tlrrt gold-dust'

froa-fr""orr,o rrIr arLic'lo o[ traflic nL Ncrv ]-Iolvetia-

Srr[tcr's Ir'or[, ol' now, Stcrlmcnl'o' .Iilrly.in 
April'

fu; i. C. I(omblo' tlrs cclitor of tbr! journal' m:rdc I

visic to tho rnincs, lnd, rcturning' dcclarcd thcnr t
,,'rfrr* f" llc hntl ecllccly printcd his papcr con-

;;i;; tho condcmnarion bcforc lialf a 
1o11d 

of 1'hc

;;.; ;*, o{Ibrod for ealc' }[oro crmo' arrd bcforc

tbo ontl of Aprit llo m&Iry lrlcl lcfl' Sln lrlrncinco for'

Qoloma tlrat tlro pol"tlt'liio" wn'u pcrccpLibly rr-:tlrrccti'

o;;; 30th oI; .a'ptil,'ut' Spcci says thc'c rvtsno

o*ritr*ont, ancl t'lia[ bo ptlicl vory liitlc attontion to

iir"'*"ia rntt*' Still tlroro oviclcnt'ly wts cxcito-

;;r;;;".g somc clo'scs boforc t'h:rl" ts' ho ,cltLcs'

;;;;;;l; u"oit'", hrd bccn marlc' anrl tho Spaniartis

"ororr.a 
fabulously rich diggings' Thiu gcntlcmln

i 
"tJ 

i r" ",,i*'y, 
"f' 

o rrr.'on'rci. t' is :t* ::.:^'.: ]t'llll.].- 
S,rctt rocordu, togcthcr rvibh tho tcpoll's' corrc-

,porraon"o, opinions and rltlvorbiscmcnts in tlrc prpcrs'

of wlriclr thcro rvcrc t'u'o-[ho 'Slat 
tnd Lhc Culifor'

n'i6tz-{'urnish indisputnblc firc[g of thc sprcad of tbc

;;;; ;i ihc gotl iiotouo'y, arrcl of th3 rilo of thc

"*.illllor, 
in"Cllifornia' In Jlnu[try thc discovcly

iemodolndcommunicatcdtoCrrpLtinStrLl'cra[
iio* ffotuotio. M'tushall cppc&rs-'o lt .thc 

only

m{rn cxcitcd, or much iniotcstcd lboui ii' In

lr"r.riii.firist told in San Imnciscol in April gold-

;;;;;r*.s on art'iclc of tmilic' and in [hc lrltcr

rrart of [hie monbh antl in lrfny thc lush-bogins' lnd

i;;';t;;;; ;" intonsc' in Junc' Licut" li' rr'

il."f "'r.p"rts 
tho discovcry in thc 1*::t'..but 

it' is rc-

rnrdotl os noLhing cxbrrordinaty' nncl lil't'lc tl't'onlion

i,.,ii; i" ill-['it" scprombcr lo comcs ngoin wi'Llt

Jol'"i"i"r.'"i"" "r his tir'gt roporl' n'nd bc:tring thc

;;i,l ; I proot and from t'bai dtt'c tbc n*vs lvas

i.no*n [o thc world'
I:XI'I,OITINO TIII' IIIVDITS'

('In Lho aummcr of 18'.l8," srys thc rt Plncor Cotttrl'y

oircctory " of 1801, " [ho principtl tribubirrics of thc

Amoriccn rtivcr rvcro oxpioroti by a compnn), of oro-

;;;ir;", an<I rich prnspccts obtrincd upon a'lmos[

iu.ry fro", as fnr rrli tho }4'iddlc nnd NorLh lTorks oB

t,hcy procoorlcd' At this tirno thc blrs woto gcnor-

,,,J.il"..0 ns high up 
th.o 

Micltllo 1T'':l: 
Ilocl'or's

lu'", *ili.fr, provir[ ne ricb os lrny diggings thc cx-

.,1o"o.. cxtlcctcd to find, and ib bcing .diflicu'lt 
lo

"r-r.i"t-.*- 

,,f ,rr" rivcr with lrorscs' thoy ccoscd

i."".f1"S, and ivorkccl tho mincs unbil ihc wintcr'

;;;-;; Jot, in, or [hcir provisions gavc ouL' rvhcn

f,froy ,"totnod to tbo sct[lomcnts in llro vtllcy or to

thoir homcs in Orcgon'-'-,, 
u*"ry iu 1B4g,il_ro oysbcm of-rvlrshing.lhc luri.['-

orous dirt with tho 
"o'i'noo 

rocl<cr rvns in[roduccd

;;;; ;,;,r,iaato fork of tho Amctican Rivcr' tr',d

,Jou ,ogo",lod as a groai improvollolt in gold rnin-

in[ 
- 

6ori"g this yiar minore flocl<cd to tho barg on

tbo rivors in lnrgo numbcrg from tho " Old Dry Dig-

,,ioss " (1'ltcorvillo), Sut[cr's ][ill (Colomr)' tho sci'

iroI."*'i" tho valloys, ond oleorvhoro I rvhoroeoovor

thc Ilcwg ot l,lrc l'Icl] qltscovcrlcB lr&o I'otrolluu L:uIl-

i.t,r-t,.a labolcle for tho goltl-iicltls''nnd' during tl-rc

Burnmcl', gcttlcmcnbs w"'" fot*"tl in mLrny parts ol

il;;;";,,ty, inclucling Aubunr nncl ophir iri t'hc

foob-hiltsl Ilcctor's Br',ilony B-*r' Or3S1n Brr' rnd

;;;;r'tr'1r.r, on bhc midtilo-fork; and ))rrncs' B:rr

on tho norlh forlc of' thc Amcrican' 'l'bo popull-

tiolr u]ron 1,l.rc r.ivcrs lvls quitc spalso, and dcprcda.

;i::i."iil.""i'"n,,"""v conrmit'tcti i'v 
^tl''' 

unitmcd

Bnv.tgco upon Lho ntJck lntl cilmpti of l'hc rvhitcs'"

ilIN)tlts lN 'rltu \YlNtlltt orr 1349-50'

'Ihc rcgion norLbcaet' of 'A'uburn 'rvns ilcludcd in

Yubn County' So-" tnino's ira'd &sccndocl tho norLh

ond middlc lbrl<s of tt'" lt'*t''it"n llivol in 1849' nnd

rr,"ly'"iin. o'"tl*"tl i*migrnnts "-{..thit 
yolr hrrd

scttlcd on [hc riclgo ao f't*'np ae ll]inoisLolvn' .rl

fcrv ncoplc had sct[lcd upou LIic t]ivirlc bctrvcon tho

Norit nna Irlidcllc llorlcs'

,Or "rn,ororicll skctch of Pltrqcr County"' pub-

lieircd in tho DirccLoly of 1801' BnyB:-

Duringtircwirrtcr.oflE.trc-50,tlrcpopulrtionof
i.hc ttorr' rich antl pop*iooo" forvriships 

'fivo lrrrd 'tix'

if r:l:l ; *"1: *i,rttlllil ;i Ju lfi ilri:Hr
li. ir;;;;qi', rt"Yn"koc Jim's Drv Diggings' nc&r'

i;i;..;"il;;;nt'Itillin sit'urrcd: eix young urcn' ono or

rvhotn *'ts ttrtrrocl il$i-;;;i:- il" .ri"*a or ltra
d;;;;, i;;; ;., "l 3ifj;,:lt;'j,il,1 

-'iil: 
*'i'ef

l)crlJonn aL StonY an'

#ii#'il;-iioll *n.,o..'t"..i-i<' r'ot morc thtn fifLv

l) cr80 n8.
^ TIic hlrdnlrips cntlurcd by tbc forv individuols rvbo

lcmrine,l upon thc 
'''uJ'] 

ni Slony *nd flcctor"s Birrs

,f ,,r'i,,o 
-t,f.r.'*ctnorirblo rvinLcr of 18+9-50' c&n Ircvor

;J^h:iif irr.r' 
'tr'" 

''u.tir'u'' o1' this ol<otch''boing onc

of thc rrniblLunntc 'oiiuian*tu 
whoeo roduccd fol'[-

uncn forcocl bim to toil"in t'1'o" t'lrc riv.or:r't SLony

,ii; i;';;;.; ;l:it 4l'flil*.,"llf #-illf il:,i
i'X lll i,,"ll J.'"#ili* [ ;: ; ;;i;; ; i' i'" I I i 

" 
q l't i " "i't

snow llcrntiLtod birn i6 "iir'ut" .forLh 
fi'om thc crlrt-

i;;';"1;;.,;t1ti' 0""'oi"i'i'i' "ntl 
lis cotnP'rrriortn :rB 1r

.ri.'i.,' i,""r lin g, can i o C; ;:.it;ft' l';#il:,1 *jii;oi' moro thrn tcn Y
rcvolving in bis mini;il; il;;y incitlc,ta, oLtcnding

iris lc$icicnco uunng^ti"'o ;;;;i"t u1'ron Lhc }titldlc

" 
:i;'f ;, 

r':^j,, 1^:"} :: l:.,u ti r:i i ni:y : :l:,llt, ]l i.t" ; il)occmbor, conttnuc<l-
iffi;ffih "*o.r, in r"Juijo*ty' covcring !l,o rnou'!-

ains on cithcr sitlc "Lif" 
titt'l'n to lhc riop[h of four

i'..r,"itrt'trrrv, blocl<ing up t'ho trnilu' altcl 1" :?-1-
,rr-i.i""a.-ti'oying "utfi' 

t't'"co o[ thom' lhn[ nono'

i,*""ut in tho ltsl "*t':t'i'itj' "?*ld l:^l].::titilcd 
rrpon

[o vcntulc [o brcrlr * i']"lt [o Gco'g'ctown or Colomt'

;t 
" 

;, ;;;.'' ; l o i n ts,* t" 
f l,tl, l',.;"ii",,l, ;'i ll,1 

" 

t'i 
rfi : ;[:rirrocl. '1'o add to tlt

rnonL oI lliotrcer t'u"''1"]"ttn' tiroy nol' only had nob

comlorllblc Itougog i' 
" *f'llf' 16-- livo'' but oro tho

;;,;;;.-u *u r, 
" 
ir' *," " ;,i 3 

j;i; *:l ll' i:i.i"; 1""'',1.i, *::T l
collbo, nllljnr, ottll', b.orl

;;" ii, -)i'*v L. 
",r",r " 

c o*" iil ll:,lX:X : 

t' 
rlir l":',lq

Xf i 
t';-"i',,,"J,J'8il;'iill ",Iffi ';;'b 

" a,.ooa J' uv tt' o

unnrotccbctl eolclcmc;''Iho tcm-poroly sh:rntiuu'

or"huLs of tho *tn, *i'o u-c*ttu""a'olong'tho rivor

for. a distnn.o of t'noo"ilii*;'i'-"'"U of i-hich Iivcd
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[:JTJ'JI,,]. i;il,'Jl;;]d1il;*T*:'1]T;.li:;;: I ,';;u;;:";;ur's 'r'; 
rcrrrvootn w'ls ccpt' Iiz'ckicr

G9

ffi"u.Noguarcirvas.)<c1l[.,"!ld.*o',anil,infor.mcrI.[{.r..J'D.I1oppc,wIrorvlrseIso
nig't, and in.cnuc or IX"*ttiJi:S'^ti,;'i;,li"n'n,t'l'" | ,h"r", an<l rviLh rvhorn t'lrr:y rvcro acqurintcd' whcrc

monscarLcrcorn.rpoo.:.iy;;;;;;,,,ilr,rr.ywcrc,cottld Iir,.yL,,aobLai'c<lit,ancl.ofli.,"pt':.b..b;litl:llo::mOn gCatLCrcd antl llOOrlyCrmCO, [tU Luoy wurv, vvt.u I thCy l]ild ODLlltlloo lL, irrtu vr uuv

;;;;i;;.Jrr*i * ir"rrtd rcoiel,ancc. , I i;;';,-mucbmor.c in thc vicinity. I'lr. I.Ioppc immc'

.f,:.i. l'm'J,'Ll;,lJ,f,uii ll1,illl;*'"'tlT:l'Jl,1,1 i ;l*lr 1':r":l: I;::y;lJ:l:: #:; l,:lll:i,l"l';
{:xt l,},1,1,}"iit$;,,H,1oo",?'lii:'s1},:,'l,.'.",',,lll.;i I ;;ii;i wr,ior, r]ucr<'cr wi'1'fr o'!ro, ro go rvirrr rrinr ro

of horocs, mrrlcu, "*trlffilirlytiiilg'iit. 
*i,i,r' t"tiJ I iio"'s*'ror;s Diggi'gs,., o-'lll9 *:it'.::,::::t::::

31,13'jJi;,ji'il?lr,'Jii";*;i;is;d?;;,,riJ chird.ql I "ii. ai,l..rio,,, ii to rt . rouLc :r,d disLoncc, *.d

ffi;;;.;;Jiscovorcd 6l'tt'"'ti't'itto, rrnd a mcoling I ;;;,,;;j," 10Lh of Auguo' lcf! !'c fort" ln rhoso

i".'""ttld of all whi[c-mcu l<norvtt to bo upon Llrc 1 """*- -'-- ilu, for l,lrough tlrc
rivcr, in rcach, for tlr; ffi;;;"of 

'^ut"t*iJ#; ;h; I u:'It.thcrc rvcro cilcuil'ous tra

numbcr an<l condirion o'r tric gu.no, arrd tr,"'orio""i I oIj."tir. Poi,]t:f,lltl]l:1{,::":]:;':.'ll:il;$r1r,:ll
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o",i*Jl:.1'#l?JJiii#',llllr,-rrro, th,o wcal,hcr I p.'".ti'"" iliu"rsivcr"-bxt"*:. t:1i)1":l,li:: 
iJ'T,}

,ts. I il;;"";" uPon arrival,:1?'::l:':: i::::]:

,"ff#'IJ,l; ffl:ilj'Hx,f,';r'ii"ii.'ai,ffi;; I l;";;;.,i,",r smarr srccr bar',:rn<r apan, as trrcv

h:ix{"i:llriil: *'iL" lit;i'm n:f;:t H: | 1;,-t'1'* r:ll :l);llflili:':l';":;:"i,'*T;:J::t;;;:S";;'oi:ir,o ",iJat. 
arid ,orth forlis.or_tbc I ;;:;;;*ti"r, tr,. Lish wotcrs or ycals had llowcd

[tf'ltl;:;."Jllf;l'ii$.1,["Jtr#"r:]:'i'i"&:iXli: I ;;;;; dc,udc<I orariioosc matc.i*t' ,rc gord

town, i(croy'', nnd othcr thicrcrv s3tt'l-111r*1!ii":H I ;;,',"..i':i;'1 ::':l:,,:,!::.":"1::.",,',,""",''J?:;T.ll;llrTil',f",f'-l;ll;", T1""1;J#"il".ii.":ilJi;",-.$..'l: I ',;;r;,l;ii;;,,)' pourrds or sortr, otrrctu rrocucnrrv

mc, c*mo irr tr,ndrcdol',,i.i.irg-Bi-tlio..storc (I3ird'a I ;;;;,ir; ,or,l,ing. This roritlcrcd tbc tittcccss oI

Yallcy) t,bcil placo ol'r'ctrdczvous,.utlttl l'ho r)ullDcl I

or mc, gnrrrcrcd r,,cro &mou,rtca-!gl,;v1",{:*:y: I :l:;":'tl{r:l"Xd[*,t,lollft',"1::;,.ll,Ll]',,.il;
;ilT...,J,,fl.'l;::i l,l;;";n:'t"",*r:i,JIiJi #li: | ffii" i.'o,i*ionu bcg,,n ro sor ocarco r'oward Lrrc

unl,il tlrc crrorv sot[lod outlicicntly for thcm.lo lr3]ll- | rtrny u"*oon, * 1tP*1;:'io',:o:ll]:'):::,tTIH:f lli::;
#Jllii:,Ti"JlffH:i,iffi"J#iiti,;;'il;;;til.'oto1i. I il i ;;an<r ro,atr,,r licc,cv (botb or thc rrtrcr

;i';;;"Si;;:.;. J4nrly-i, ih" -upiing 
g6od proepc:!: I ""* iiring in orcgorr) srarting ovm *n unl<norvn

*"r" 
"fiu,,i".ii 

i,i :if "Dora<lo Cirrorl rrnd comltarttl: 
I ;;;";;ii ro r,r,,itfi,opingto,c*chJoh,so.'sllauch

ri*:iuit*:i,:j,ni,:lf T,fliil*Jio"iiiiifl | "" ir,,,, nivcr'. rrr rrriu, r,orvovcr, rrrcv rvcrc trisaP'

to i[s hcad' 
uncLron wrr', t'uu r\v^-- - 

| ltoi'tt:d' ro* ii'o lirsi'cv'idcnc:'':f ::::l::rliort 
tbcy

;iTl'i,*lf;#'iiJ'i'* "i-11,", 
oo"1"iilt"ili";; ' Cir,; I ;,,i;i,,* 

^o,,ucrr, rrrc iouowins vc,,r, Jlccr'or'o."rl.r,

numbcror guno o" r,"#"rii",irt"a-t,"-"-11-i:.^t::'l: I ;;;r: ;; o.*goni", or thcr n*]ill,o]1, 
lt^t"Tl,11l:;ffiffi;,:;;",,;;,s ilic.wh^olo numbcr lb:':-.Y::' I ;;; "i 

ir,. .ii,n",'ic,',n, thcv ,rocccdcd to sutt*'s
noi *oro ihan thrco lioundo of Porvdcr'. An orSll- I ";;;. ;;,;" norr,hc'lv to L.rong (norv Grocnrvood)
;:"'r:i'll1"i,llffi,i;Ji;u'.,?l"H;"i"Ja . 

*,1,,"'.3i1; I lliil ;1,;;;:-1,::11:ill:: 3::f..,il\l' rT::lXJ:ll
l1;ll.,1l xff *l;il'T,1.:?il",:i'T;'fi.JJ"lu,',l,.Jin,,,",LI I ;;jl:;; ;,;r rho ,'itigo bv sprnisrr Dr;'Diggirrgs ancr

mirlcllo forl< of ,rro 
^,L1"#*",, 

riirl"""rriirir,ly t,-a I a"t""'inro tlro crriro' of thc. -\Iiddlo 
'"t",:"- Ill::,",,J"a,, trrirrt whcro--eulllllioo could bo put'clrlrsctl, I ;;, lrfLcrrvryd nunrccl Sprnislr Ilar,:rcross Lbc rivor

arrd to traoaoaa :rll [ltc lrrtlts tttd lrmmunltlorr l'llcv I

courd .obtri, and bring into.r,rro camp' IIi'91"J I :l.l.Tll^.::i:.1':l\ fi"tj]i,l}',,,iiJ}"tnffii,;llIlH:
lllt'i'#r${ili:fiilsl1,". . ifi,* I ;*:r';lili,'l; f;ilryllil":U'q',r,,ii;
if;i:":,l,,.:ffiri}'#,1;'rio*,ro., lc,rd, c:rps, u*lt, ,,,.1 I ;i;;;'.-*,,.,1,. o,c o{' Llto rnc., n*mcd J,'rLh*..
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I lirtrc r*rr"y ,,r,tgtrL. Thc onlJ' toole ':td l'y 

1l'T.:
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Tiil]i;],lT,llil1;:.J,1;l,X:"il:il "1,:i'l'n.l^i";: I 
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cncr crivcro prorcsoion.-r un-
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I^.,n'-:' I 

;;::l::f:ll);iLl i-l lXlllil,ll::l#] ""''
l.T.l'il"iil'";;';:;' ;;'1ixlki",;d1;;;ru I 

:{'y:lllrv ocoupiorr ri'om,rcscnt' ncccos'lrv'

ar tho forr a rorv drvo, n paltv of sairors "iq I ^T::q..ty;,,1""i;:"i::1;:X;'H]]ilHffii



DMIGRATION TO CALITORNIA. s7

l,ho vallcys; marlo n constitution gurranlccing frco'

dom, rvitl llwo of justicc and ccluality, and improsscd

o charactor upon it which rvill ncvcr bc oblitcml'cd'

DO]IIESTIC IIAI}ITS O}' TII], PIONDI;IiS.

Ilor lbc e:rtislacLion of curioue womcn rvho rvish

to l<norv how [hcir fatlrcrs and btothcrs manascd

housol<ocping, ancl fot mcn 'tvho ncvor t'riod pionccr

lifo, :rnd L*o'o ,,o llrospcct or ncccooitl' of. trying iu,

tbis is wriLtcn. l\[any oxrrggcrtt'cd sLotics lrc in

circulation conccrning thc babits and cbarcct'crs of

our carly eottlcrs' Brot, Ilat'to, Joacluin }lillcr, and

o Bcorc of otlr." writcrs, havc talicn oomc odd oanrplc

oI hurn:rnity, addod somo irnpoooiblc cllralitics, irnd

sct him o[to bo laugbcd at', or pcrhaps adrnircdl

whon l,ho illct is, l,bo cllrictLuro is abou[ llu ncftr [hc

or:iginrl as tlro Inditrr mlidon ot' tomtnco ie l'o tho

Iiltf,y scluarv of rc:riiIy. f iro '4gcr io rcplcscn[cd a':

lr"ring j,onnds of dust looso in hiu pocl<cLs, rvlrich lrc

p"uroI out by tho handfut for rvlrioky or rchl[ovcr
^sl,rrcL 

hio firncy; as carrf ing atr lrrscnal of knivcc

ancl rcvolvc", *lri"h he wae wonb to usc on [bo

slightcst provocoLion-" r'ougb buI gcncrou$, brlvo'

"rr-,1 
kin,l.i' lYhilo i[ is truc Ulrc[ an idc:rl '49cr occa-

sionolly m:tdc on llpl)caroncc in t'hoeo days-for it
is almost imposeiblc to rlrlrv a ntons"or, 1 lrysicll'

moral, or inicllcctrtcl, tha! bas not somo farniliar

fcaturos-tlrc faot is. that' thc maos of !ho pooplc bad

no rcscmblanco to tho idcats of Ilrcb I'larto or Joaquin

M:llcr. Thcy woro oobcr, indusl'riouo, and-cncrgotic

rnotr, who toilocl ne nrcn rvi[b rrurbition :rnd strcngLh

oan toil. Tho labor tbcso mon porlbrmcd in dlm'
rning and turning rivcls, ot tunnoling moun[liins'

*os"rot tho spurl of cnthuei:rsm born of whiskl''

I\lany of tbo mcn lr:rd familics a[ bomc whoso lcll'crs

*crJ lookod for wi[h [lrc mosL ctgcr intcrcsl" Tho

youngcr mon, who bad not' familioo, hrrd l'ics pcrhaps

oqo"iiy ao strong. Tlrc oxccpt'ionu, which hcvc

giuon ercl, a firlso chara'ctot to tiro '4Ccr, .tvol'c ull'

[r'inciplccl atlvcnLurors from cvcry S[ato and nation'

g"-lrl"., in bccl lcpu[c, cvcll tt)1olrg thcil orvn hind'

i,'onrio.u*.n rvbo acl<nowlcclgcd no lirw, ancl fugi'

tivcs from jusl,ico ovorylvhcrc' 'Ibis rvas tho cllss

that, mado a vigiltncc sonrmit'tcc ncoosEery ir' San

Ilrancisco in 1850 and 1850; rvhich oscasionallv

arousod l,ho s'rath of l,hc ln&$o of minor:s by lobbing

or killing I potcotblo cil'izcn' Tho doscrip[ion of

tbis clces is nlt, tho objoct' ot tbio chapbcrl l'hcy lravc

nlroady, in tlto brrndrod bool<s wlrich hlvo bccn

writton of ttrcm, hld rnoro not'ico t'han [hcy doscrvod'

'l'bo aubot,arrl,ial, lronortblo, nnd indusLl'ious rnusl'

norv claitn our otl,ontion'

trtn ltINERs' cAaIN'

Whon tlro luchy prospcctcr hlrd found I paying

olaim, l,bo ncxt thirlg was t'o Bot up his housohold'

From two to four w&s tlro usual nurnbol of tho rncss'

TIro summors w'cro long and dry, and tlrorq was no

diccomfort, in slocping out of doors' .BuL 
ovon lu

Bummor l horroo, itrollgh humblc it migbt bo' had

mnny ndvnntogoo ovor a tont' for comforb and sccu-

rity. A otlry Lorso ol' ox would somc[imcsgct int'o

thc flour'-sircl< or brcld'oacl<, upsc[ tho ougar, or

mal<c a mcss of thc tlblc-rvarc. Wandcringlndi&ns
rvoulcl pilfcl orn:rll [hings, or tai<o a'way clo[bing
whioh nright bc lotu wi[bin lcachl bu[ in a cabin

tiringo rvclc tolclably occurc florn dc1>r'cdation' A
si[c iol a ctbirt woe sclocLcd wircl'c wood and wator

rvcrc abrtndlrnl,. 'Iltcsc tlringo, ao rvcll ao tlro plco-

cncc of rolrl, ollcn dclcrminccl thc loclt'ion of a

lirLuro town. lloLt,lc Spling, Doublo Springo, I{rrd

Springo, Diurourl Springn, Cold Springl, rnd Soldior

Springs, ab oncc suggcst [lrcir origin, as placcs of

.nca,r,1rn cnt, as Oplrir', Scct'cl, Ravinc and Dly Dig-

gings aid p):rccs ol'goltl' In [ho carlicr dayo, log-

c.bi,rs ',u.i. ,on,l put up, fot suil,ablo logo rvcro found

o\rcry\Yhcl'c. Tlrough lhogc c:rbins aro in [lro dust-
passcd in[o hisl,oly-tlrcrc is r,o trccd of dcscribing

il,.n',, ,* tLo boolis alc full of tbc(( ooLtlcro' log'

ctbilt," lrnrl no bol' 9g llio prcscn{' gcncrnfion, 'lvlro

iras arrivcd tL tllc agc of tou, rvould nccd inst'ruc'

tion in building onc.

In t,bc s'cslcrn sct,llcmcn[s u floor mcdo of hcwn

[irnbcrs (punchcons) rvao usual, bu! tho ground

scl'vcd fbr o floor, aud rvls coneidcrod good cnough

for it m,a,tt,. 'Ihc slccping pl:rccs 1\'crc aB varioug ao

l,hc minds ol' rncn' SomcLimos a l<ind o{ dais, or

clcvation o[ trvo or t,irrcc fcc[, wto nllrdc on ouo sido

of tbc cabin, lvlrcrc Lhc molr, wrlppcd iu thcilblank-
cts, slcpt witb tbcir fccI to tho firc' Gcncrolly
brr,r,l.s rvcto nrtdo by pul,ting :r socond log in tbo

c:lbin t[ & propcr clcva[ion ancl die[arrco ft'orn tlro

oiclcs, and nailing potcto or gulrny sacl<s across from

onc to ibc ol"hor, mli<ing in thc scmo lvly a sccond

Licr of bunl<o, if nccoos:rry. Somo fcrn lcavcs or

co:Il'rlc lriry ort [hcsc oa<;l<s, n'i[h blartl<oLu, mlrdo a

conr[ot'Llblc bcd. A good firo-placo lvrB ncccsscry'

llost of tbc mining rvas in watcr, ncccsolrily involv'
ing rvc.t cloLhos' A rousing Iirc, cspccially in wintor,

*"u ,lra,ruu*ry to t'gct dricd oul''" Somc of ilrceo

firo-placcs rvoultl bc eix fcot across, and built ol'

g.,.nir" or sla[o toclco, as cnch aboundcd' Thcrc wlrs

irot, much hctving clonc Lo mal<o lhcm fiL' Whon thc

struc[ul'c ]rarl bccn carricd up fout or'fivc foot, on

oak log rvce laid aorooo as a m:rnt'cl-piccc, and on

tbis thc cl.rimnov, gonorllly mrdc of siiol(8 or Emall

polcs pltotcrcrl rvit,h rnud, rvto built' -1L couplo of

rocl.e ictlrod lbr rcsLs fol tbo ba'alclog ttdforcsticlc'
A shclf or Lwo of nhlhce, or somcl'imcs an opcn box

in which picl<lcs or canclloe had como oround tlro

Il.orn, worrld scrvo for n. cupboard {'o l<ccp t fcw lin
plltcs, :rnd cttllo, ancl Lrvo or [hrcc cano conl'rlining

srl[, pcppor, orrd soda. A toblo of rnodcra[o sizo wls

oluo ,rr"do of ,.shal<cs, somolinros movablo, but ofboncr

nrilcd firsL io tbo eidc of tltc bousc' T]roso wbo

crosocd tbo plirins would oft'on tal<c tho tail-ga[o of

thc lvagon ior tlris Purposc' A frying-pltr, co{Ioo'

pot, D;[ch-ouon, ,nd u'o[cr-bucl<o[ complotod tho

iiut'of houecbolcl ulcnsils' As [l]o minors bccamo

lr.oupo.oru, a soup'kcLtlc lbr boiling potatocs' ond
^nlso'fo, hcating wtlcr to rvash lhcir clo[hos on I



roll oI papcr, \YlLlI ircil iltlu IJiA' rt..ri 6.,.!r.

roepond rvi[lr tlrc follcs :rt homc'

It0usDI(I:l:I'INO ANI) CO0l( IN(1.
accorii::g l.o '.ic srz,: c: ::: I ;:1::. '.-:: ::.i.i' i*r:l .i
out,, doric in a liclr (old coloi'. ',r'l'...: r: :'.i:;.: ;:.i.:-
tlinn blc b1' nn1' o[lrcl mcl,irod. Si,crilis lvcrc :oxi'"tJ
bclorc l firc, ot' BtnoLt)crcd, rvhctr sulllcicntlr l'rrcC

liy tbc or'din:u';' ])r'occss, in lr stiff blttcr', and thc
rvlrolc b:rl<crl lilrc r btl"ch of biscuit, rnaliing t liind
of nrclr,l, pic. Cllrmo somctimcs olrtcrod into tlrc
tnincr's bill of filrr:. Qulrils, l'ltbbi[8, lrllrcr, coorte,

Bquir'l'cls, tn(l hft\l'l(s, wcrc rlll convcrt,c(l iuto lbod,

ls rvcll ls dccr and bc&l'.

1'IINIITTY CIIA ITAC'I'DITS.

,t\.ntong Ulrc hctcrogcrtcous r:lcmcnLe rvbo l,l'rronged

[hc goldcn lcgions, thct'c rvoro odd chiu'n,cLors &lnong

tho nrcu; ftr)d ilrcidcllLs cotnic and oIlrcrrvirlo 'fvol'o col)-

sLrn[ly occuu'ing. 'I'ools of vtrious l(indB wcrc
vcl'y scolcc, o[ -[[urdcrcr's and ]-Jucl<nor's Slrrs in
1.ti.19, but tlrc Ycrrnonl, Conlpllny, colnpl'ining mflrly

nrc(tllonic$, rvas thc bcsL supplicd, :tnd tho thlifiy
hrbil,s tcquirccl irr thc SLlto u'lrcncc thcy comc fol'
lol'crl thcm inl,o Llrc llrrd of gold-lnoro so in smlll
tlcl,liln tlxln in tlrc ll.r'gcr Lrltrsit,cl,ions oI lhc pcriod'

lllhus thcy lvould rcnl, to a noighbor on tho blr lr

[wo-inclr llul{cr, ol i} cl'oss-cut, sitw, for l,ho plltry
Bunl o{'only $2.00 a day; and othcr tools proportion-
atcly. I,'ollorvirtg tlrcir cxlmplc, t Ctimpbcllibo
prcucbcr ttamcd f trl<cr, frorn }lissouri, rcnl,od ouI o

olctigc hirmmcr for $1.00 I da;', and, hal'ing a dimin'
uLivc-rsizcci grintlstonc, rvorrld onll' cltlrt6lc n hlll('-

dolllr lbr il,s usc in sbnping any liind of t tool; &trd ae

Suuclly lvts thc limc rvhic,lr many soLlplrl, Co do thoil'
tool olrarpcning, nnd tiro old gonLlcmtn rvould givo
thc mincrs a prcacir in tho forctrootr, onc ot'his sons

-of rvhotn Lhcrc wcro l,rvo-:rntl n son-in-lau' nlmcd
fllccn, thcn 1'oung tncn, u'ould stly by Lhc glindslonc
irnd collcc[ tolls. I\[any pcoplo lvcl'c ilrc\rcrcnt
cnough to tlrinl< tlr*t chc old man had in his tirntr

IJccn " up to onufl," for, &8 ho would occasiorrllly

prss by l,hc tcnt, whcrc bctting at molt[o rvrls proLty

livcll,, rvbile prcLcnding to noI l<norv tltc cilrdu,

rvould rvalch t,b,crn lrs ULrc doalcr tulncd tlrcm up lud
involunLarill' nLtcr Ir EIlpprcssod " oh I lrh !" i'r'onl

l,irno lo timo till [ho tlcl.l \f ils out. I]y Lio l,hrift ho

gob vor.y rvcll o{I Lhct l'all and rvont blcl< [o ]'[issouri'

iII.IANN]iSS AND I'I'S Iitr\YABD'

A ccrmprrny of clcvcn lncn locaLcd upon t'Lo rivcr,
rnd accordir)g to rulc ccch ono tool< turn-abou[ at'

cool<ing a n'ccli, thc ueucl dicU bcing bacon, bcirno

tnd slrp-jtclis or brcrd. Somo of thcsc mcn turncd
orrb to bc thc champion nlcon oncs of tho rcgionl for,
whcn ii cemo 1,o thc rvccl< of onc of thoir nurnbor
for cool<ing, ho lhouglrI lro would vnry thc bill ot
ftrro nnd ba,vo eorncLlrirrg good' )iy lvlly ol' nstotr'

ishing his companions, ho lnid iorv, tncl a[ Buppor

tirnc brought on to thc tablo biscuit srvcctcncrl rvith

rnolls,gcg. A growl rv:ts st,arl,cd nt Lho oxLrtvlganco
of thc cool(;6omo ol tlro pcrLy would no[ c&t ot tllr

Cool<ing w:ru IJomctimcs donc Lttrn':rbonl, fol t
rvccl<, rnd somo[imcs sccmcd to ftrll to tho lo! ol'tbc
bcs!-nrturcd ono of tlro crorvd, tht otlrcrs bt'irtging
rvood lnd rvlrLcr b1' rvay of ofli'lct,. Not, much :lLtclnpL
'lvrg milclo rt nc:rLttcss, tnd o['Lontirncs ollc lr:ttl t'r-r

consolo himocll'rvillr cl.Lirrg orrly his orvn dirL, Ibr
tlrclo 'wctc camps lvhcrc l,hc dishcs lvcrc noL rvlrsircd

for montbs. Sorno[imcs a li[tlc hot co0bc tttrncd oti

a platc rvould tllrc olT thc l:rst-forrncd dir!1 buL

wmhing dishos-tho cvcrl:tsLiug blrrrc oll'wom:lrl's
lrouscl<ccping-1vtlB, if possiblc, morc lcpugrrlnI to

mtn, l1r) wta .fr'er1'ucnlly ornrt[od; i[ rnndc tho gold'

p&n grousy ([[rc mincrs plospccl,ing'Pon sclvcd Ibr

rvrohirrg dishcs ls wcll as gold, llgo ls a bt'cad-pln,

and 'rvaeh-tub on Sunday); thclc wlr$ no timc to slop

lfl,cr brcal<ftrst, and tlrcy rrorl<ccl 8o llt[c thni lhctt

could nol, <.lclty srrppcr Ibr thp dishcs to bc rvirslrod,

nnrl so thcy lvclc lcl't li'om dt,y Uo dcy. 'I'lrc coolrirrg

wrs a oimplo mal,tcr', boilirrg Po[cloc$, rn.\l(ing coflbc,

frying nllp-jllcl<s tlrd mclrt bcing lhc ttsuitl t'ott[ittc.

Ilrcrd?-ycs, I n.m going to tollyou tboul thlt. All
sor[s of brctcl but good bl'cod rvclc mldc lt fir'st'

Thc rnittcrs l<ncrv th:rt tlrcir rvivcs tnd mollrcrs i)uI
in socll, so [hcy pul in oodl. Somc of tllcm brouq]rI

driod 1,s&s1 ocl'oss tirc plrlins, and undclLooli to mal<c

rlisccl brctcl, but as a gcncrll tlring rnincrs' brctd
rvas but sorry, sod atull'. 'l'ho mosL succcnnfirl lllirrl
rvrg to l<cop c ccn of sour bll,Lcr (flour artd rvlltct'

mixcd), rvith which to mix 1,lrc brctd, ncutllllizinq
tho cxccss of asid wi[h soda. Sotnc of t,hc mincrs

bccrmc qui[o cxllcll, 1Yil,h this, judging to lr niccly

tho cxact tlmount of sod$ rcrluircd' Dough mixcd

in this rvay and sct in fhc sun lvould sootr raisc,

and, if [hc sod{r r'vos lightly propolLioncd, 1votl

pnll[able and rv]rolosomc. TIrc sour blLtcl rvlrs

oplcntlid {or slalt'jucks. Thc old story Llr:rl' :r C'rli-

fornin mincr could toss his slcp-jtcli up a cbimnol',

run ouL dools rnd catch it as it carnc dorvn, righL

oido up, is l,oo old to bc rcpoatcd; bu[ it ir'r t ftcl'

that, tlroy rvottlc[ turn thc slllp-jtcl(ri 'wiLlIr ticxtcrous

/lipJkr,V of l,lrc fiying-pon, though whcn !bc brtLcr

rvas mrdo sliff onough to stand ttris kind of rrs&gc

tbo clllic rvould ansrvcr lbr brlf-soling a lrooi' Thc

bctler rvay w:ts to havc two frying'pans, tnd l'urn

tbo cll<qs by gcntly upscl,ting thc cor.rton[s o[ onc

into tho oLhcr. Ttrirty ycnro' cxpcricncc tnd obscn'-

ation suggos[ no improvomcnt on this rncthod'

Practico ma,clc mtny of tlro mincrs cxpcrL cooks'

Now mctho<Is of coolting rvcro sougbt out, and ncrv

rliehcs invcnlcd. 'I'lrirrl< of using r dr-v-goods box

fot on ovcn, ud baking lpig, or slloulclcr of rnut'lon

irr itl No irick at oll. Drivo down a Etill(c ol'Lw(),

r,rrd on thom rnako a small oca{Ibld, on wliich to

pllcc youl roaoLl norv build t vcry srntll litc of
Lard iood, al, euch I distanco arvay tirnt a modcrlto


